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Originally from Kansas, Aaron Wech earned his Bachelor of Science degree in Physics and
Mathematics at Kansas State University (and philosophy minor...which only comes in handy when
listing things like this). Seeking topography following his graduation in 2005, he came to the
University of Washington and earned a Doctor of Philosophy from the Earth and Space Sciences
program in 2010.

During his time at the UW, he researched topics on subduction zones, earthquake physics, and
seismic monitoring, focusing on tectonic processes and seismic hazards in the Pacific Northwest. As
part of his studies, Aaron represented the UW in a scientist exchange program to Japan in 2007 and
New Zealand in 2008. He was nominated the 2006 Rookie of the Year, and in 2009 received the
David A. Johnston Award for Research Excellence. Through his research, he developed a new

technique for tracking subtle seismic signals and turned this into a monitoring tool which is currently
in use at the Pacific Northwest Seismic Network (PNSN) at UW.

In 2010 Aaron moved to Wellington, New Zealand where he performed research as a New Zealand
Earthquake Commission Research Fellow at GNS Science and Victoria University of Wellington.
There he enjoyed many reminders of why he studied geophysics (to go outside and do science),

participating in projects collecting seismic data from remote field sites across New Zealand. Gr adu ati On C erem Ony

Aaron became a Mendenhall Postdoctoral Fellow for the US Geological Survey in 2013. This move
brought him to his current location at the Alaska Volcano Observatory in Anchorage where he
performs field research in the Aleutians, develops seismic monitoring tools, and works on basic and
applied research problems in earthquake and volcano science. In addition to Alaska, Aaron still

remains actively engaged in monitoring efforts at the PNSN, and his research has ultimately included Saturd a)/) ] une 1 3’ 20 I 5

work in the Pacific Northwest, Alaska, Hawaii, New Zealand, Taiwan, and Japan.
Husky Union Building Lyceum (Room 160)

He is married, has a wee baby, and enjoys globetrotting and going outside.
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